LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

in the Philippines. He has at his disposition
the knowledge of his officers, the resources
of the United States government. Since he
confesses that he does not yet know and has
appointed a commission to make further in-
vestigation, it would be presumptuous for me
to assume that I know more than he. I ought
not to sign the petition; I do not know enough
to express any opinion. I should rather trust
to him and those whom he has appointed to
investigate." That is the attitude that we, as
citizens, and that the members of the legisla-
tures ought to have in regard to many public
questions. The legislatures should place upon
themselves the limitation of refusing to act on
many social questions without securing first
the judgment of experts who have made a care-
ful study of the influence of various measures.
This process involves not merely a study of
human weaknesses in general, but likewise a
study of the type of civilization of the people
with whom one is dealing and their customs
and training. Slavery or polygamy cannot be
dealt with in a Mohammedan country as in
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